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Main Point
Worshiping God is our life’s greatest priority.

Introduction
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Spend a few moments discussing priorities. Ask the group to come up with a list of the many

things vying for their time. Which of these “priorities” are important and why? Which are

not?

Think about your typical day. What does it reveal your priorities are? Where does time with

God fall on the list?

It’s easy to become enamored with our own pursuits and to miss our responsibilities in God’s agenda. When

we pursue God’s agenda, we experience His fulfillment and blessing. God challenged the people through

Haggai to reorder their priorities to make rebuilding His temple a primary concern. When their own pursuits

had been the priority, the people had experienced emptiness, despite their efforts to attain fulfillment.

Understanding
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

Have a volunteer read Haggai 1:2-9.

Have someone read Deuteronomy 28:38-45. What did Moses predict would happen if the

people ignored God? What do these verses in Haggai say happened?

What were some of the people’s empty pursuits (v. 6)? Why was their work profitless (v. 9)?

Why was it important that the people return to their work on the temple?
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For the people to return to the task of building the temple was a sign of their priorities. It also showed that

God was with the remnant and that His promises of restoration had begun to be fulfilled. God’s challenge to

His people in verse 7 is as relevant to us as it was to the people in Haggai’s day. God calls us to continually

reevaluate our ways.

What are some of the immediate effects of neglecting our relationship with God? What are

some possible long-term effects?

Have a volunteer read Haggai 2:4-9.

What was God’s encouragement to the people in these verses? Which of these reminders

from God do you find encouraging today and why?

Have another volunteer read Hebrews 12:26-29. What clarity does the Hebrews passage

bring to Haggai 2:6-9?

God encouraged Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the people by saying they should be strong, that they should work,

that He would be with them, that they should not fear, and that He would give them peace. God also spoke of

a greater glory coming in the future (vv. 6-9). In the end, all that has lasting power is the kingdom of God and

worship of Him. The message of these verses can’t be missed: God is for us. God is with us. We have no

reason to fear. And the best is yet to come. We would do well to share this with each other as we travel

together through this life. These are powerful words made even more powerful by being spoken by the

Creator of the universe.

Have a volunteer read Haggai 2:18-19, 23.

What question did God raise in verse 19? What promise did He make to the people?

What work had the people completed on the temple before God blessed them? Why do you

think He responded with encouragement and blessing so soon in their work?

God wanted the people to mark the date down. From the day when they laid the foundation of the temple,

things were going to be different. Through their renewed energy and obedience, God brought restoration and

a newfound purpose. After all the mess, sin, destruction, and confusion, God remained faithful, and their

work in the temple and in the fields would again yield results.

As you think about your life, what are you thankful that God has chosen to forget?

What does God require of us as we seek to stay faithful to Him?

Re-read verse 23. What is the significance of the “signet ring”? On what promise did God end

His message through Haggai?
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A signet ring was used as a signature when stamped in hot wax on a letter or official document. Zerubbabel

wasn’t an insignificant governor, but a key obedient person who followed God’s directions. “Make you like

My signet ring” indicates that Zerubbabel will carry the authority to act as God’s legitimate Davidic ruler, a

right that God removed from the evil king Jehoiakim in Jeremiah 22:24. This gave the people lasting hope in

a future Davidic ruler—who we know to be fulfilled through Jesus (see Isaiah 9:6-7; Jeremiah 23:5-6;

Matthew 1:12-16). Even in this small book, we see the promise of the Jews—a Messiah who would

ultimately be the sacrifice for the sins of the world.

How has Jesus changed your life?

Do you ever go through seasons in which it’s hard to believe your life could really be better?

Why? What have you learned about God through those seasons?

We all have broken parts in our soul. But just as God promised to bless and renew Israel through their

restoration of the temple, He can do the same for us if we’ll let Him. It all begins with making Him a priority

in our lives and aligning our purposes with His.

Application
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Think back to the conversation from the beginning of our group time. Which of your

priorities need to take a backseat so you can focus more on your relationship with God?

How do we know what purposes God intends to use us for?

How has your relationship with Jesus fulfilled your deepest needs?

Pray
To close your group time, divide the group up into smaller groups. Encourage each group to share prayer

requests, especially those related to any convictions they’ve felt the Holy Spirit stirring up in them during

today’s study. Challenge the groups to pray for each person’s requests. Then close with a word of prayer,

thanking God for all of the ways He works in and through us, and all the promises He makes and keeps.

Commentary
Haggai 1

1:1. The king named Darius is Darius I Hystaspes (522-486 b.c.), not the earlier Darius the Mede (Dan 5:31;

6:1,6,9) or the later Darius II Nothus (Neh 12:12). Zerubbabel is listed as the governor because under Persian

control Judah had no Hebrew king. His father Shealtiel was the son of the Davidic king Jehoiachin (1Ch
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3:17). As leaders, Zerubbabel and Joshua the high priest (1Ch 6:14-15; Ezr 3:2) carried the responsibility of

guiding the people, so the word of the Lord was directed specifically to them.

1:2. A common name for God in Haggai is the Lord of Hosts (used 14 times). This title views God as the

Divine Warrior in charge of the armies of heaven, thus He is all-powerful and directs the fiery forces of the

armies of heaven (2Ki 6:16-17). Because He is sovereign, He can help the discouraged people of Jerusalem

rebuild the temple. The people were saying to each other the time has not come to finish the work of building

God’s temple. Times were tough, and there was opposition, but God wanted His people to get on with the

work.

1:4. “Your paneled houses” refers to the upper-income homes of Zerubbabel and Joshua. Their homes had

expensive wood interior paneling to cover the ugly and uneven stones (similar to Solomon’s palace in 1Ki

7:3,7). Why were these leaders spending lavishly on their own homes and giving no priority to building

God’s house?

1:5. “Think carefully about your ways” (lit “set your heart on your ways”) is a call for serious thinking on the

decisions the people were making and what these choices say about their priorities. Will they take the easy

way out or will they follow God’s ways?

1:6. “You have planted much but harvested little” indicates that God was not blessing the work of their

hands. There must be a theological reason why these people were not receiving what they needed.

1:8. God’s desire was that the people build the house and give priority to worshiping God. Whatever one

does, God should always be pleased with it and be glorified by it. These are two practical theological criteria

that people can use to evaluate their life and set new priorities. Jesus set the example, for everything He did

was aimed to please God (Jn 8:29). The reason He came to earth was to glorify the Father (Jn 12:27-28;

17:1,4).

1:9. “I ruined it” (lit “I blew on it”) explains why the people never had enough in verse 6. God purposely

frustrated their efforts by not blessing and multiplying their produce; instead, the fiery breath of His wrath

consumed almost everything. Some might ask: Why would God be so judgmental? But a more appropriate

question might be: Why would God not more quickly judge those who do not glorify Him? God’s house was

in ruins because each man was busy with his own house.

1:10. The covenant curses in Deut. 28:38-39 indicate that when God’s covenant people do not love and serve

Him, He will neither bless their crops nor send rain (Dt 28:23-24). Thus these problems were on your

account; you caused this to happen to yourselves.

1:11. “I have summoned a drought” indicates that God was personally responsible for this drought (cp. v. 9).
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1:12. In response the entire remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord and feared the Lord. When

the leaders “obeyed” God, the people followed their example. One obeys God when one fears or reverences

Him; that is the time when a person puts God first and determines to glorify Him.

1:13. Above all other responsibilities, a prophet is fundamentally God’s spokesman, God’s messenger who

communicates the theological truth that God has revealed. “I am with you” is a foundational promise that

God gives to His people (cp. 2:4). Things may be tough at times, but God is always there to care for the

people He loves.

1:14. The Lord stirred up the spirit of the leaders and the people so that they would respond. Spiritual

transformation happens when God stirs up the winds of change in people’s hearts, convicts them of sin, and

emboldens them to act in faith.

1:15. “In the second year of King Darius” is sometimes connected with the date in 2:1 (the dating system in

1:1 and 2:9 includes the month and year). On the other hand, since 2:20 and 2:1 do not give the year, a

shortened formula is an acceptable way of identifying a date.

Haggai 2

2:1. The twenty-first day of the seventh month was the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles/Shelters in which

the people celebrated the blessings of a good harvest and commemorated the time when their ancestors lived

in tents during their wilderness wanderings (Lv 23:33-43; Num 29:12-40; Dt 16:13-17). There was a large

crowd gathered for this feast, so it was a good time to address many people.

2:3. “Saw this house in its former glory...Doesn’ t it seem like nothing to you?” The prophet heard what

people were saying about the temple rebuilding program during the feast. Many had a negative attitude,

saying this temple would be greatly inferior to Solomon’s gold-covered temple (1Ki 6:2-35).

2:4. “Be strong” (mentioned three times) is an encouragement for the leaders Zerubbabel and Joshua, as well

as the rest of the people, to be bold and firmly committed. They should not question the worthiness of

building a temple to glorify God.

2:5. “My Spirit is present among you” promises that the power that enabled the people to escape Egypt (cp.

Ex 33:14-17) was still actively present to help in this crisis situation.

2:6. “I am going to shake all parts of the earth” describes God’s sovereignty over what will happen.

2:7. “The treasures of all the nations will come” is not a messianic hope, but a promise that God will provide

all the gold and silver that is needed (v. 8 says they belong to Me) to make the unimpressive temple glorious.

Ezra 6:8 marks the fulfillment of this prophecy, for the Persians paid the full cost of reconstruction.
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2:9. “The final glory of this house will be greater” may be an eschatological promise (cp. Isa 60:1-9; Ezek

40:1-44:8).

Haggai 2:18-23

2:12. “Does it become holy” asks if touching something holy can transfer holiness. The answer is no.

2:13. “Does it become defiled” inquires about the transfer of uncleanness. The answer is yes (cp. Num

19:11).

2:14. “So is this people” indicates that these people in Jerusalem will not become holy simply by touching the

holy temple while rebuilding it. God wants people to have holy hearts; He is less concerned with the

construction of holy buildings.

2:17. “I struck you... but you didn’t turn to Me” describes past failures to repent and God’s past discipline of

them when He gave them poor crops (cp. 1:6,9-11).

2:18-19. “Consider carefully from this day forward...I will bless you” implies acts of confession and spiritual

revival took place at this time. Because of this change God could richly bless their future crops and fill their

empty granaries.

2:21-22. “I will overturn royal thrones.” Although Zerubbabel was discouraged with little power and few

military resources, God promised to work on his behalf to determine who would win the wars at that time.

2:23. “My servant” identifies Zerubbabel not as an insignificant governor, but as a key obedient person who

followed God’s directions. “Make you like My signet ring” indicates that Zerubbabel will carry the authority

to act as God’s legitimate Davidic ruler, a right that God removed from the evil king Jehoiakim in Jer 22:24.

This no doubt gave some hope about a future Davidic ruler who would some day rule on David’s throne (Isa

9:6-7; Jer 23:5-6).
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